PROCESSINGS 

OF  THE  FRIENDS  OF  MR.  RICHARD, 

RELATIVE  TO  THE  CONTESTED  ELECTION5. 


AT  a  meeting  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Richaid  for  Delegate  to  tSie 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  held  at  the  House  of  Henry  Connor,  Esq. 
at  the  Grand  Marais,  on  the  29th  inst.  in  pursuance  of  public  notice, 
Henry  Connor,  Esq.  was  elected  Chairman,  and  William  Little,' 
Secretary.  The  chairman  explained  the  object  of  the  meeting  in. the 
French  and  English  languages.  The  following  Preamble  and  Resolu¬ 
tions  were  then  proposed  to  the  meeting  and  unanimously  adopted. 

WHEREAS  the  Board  of  Canvassers  authorised  bylaw  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  aggregate  number  of  votes  given  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
for  Delegate  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  have  awarded  the 
certificate  to  Austin  E.  Wing,  Esq.  as  such,  and  whereas  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Richard  did  in  a  public  manner  at  a  meeting  held  by  them  at  the 
Hotel  of  Mr.  John  Palmer,  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  the  17th  August 
last,  and  at  a  subsequent  meeting  held  by  them  on  the  18th  September 
following,  express  their  confidence  in  the  honesty  and  integrity  of  the 
said  Board  of  Canvassers,  and  now  this  meeting  reiterates  the  same  sen¬ 
timent,  notwithstanding  their  disappointment  and  regret,  at  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  said  Board,  in  awarding  the  certificate  to  the  said  Austin 
E.  Wing,  Esq.  who,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  is  neither  duly  nor 
fairly  elected.  Yet  this  meeting  does  not  impeach  the  integrity  of  the 
said  Board  of  Canvassers  with  sinister  or  impure  motives,  in  making 
such  determination,  but  on  the  contrary,  would  infer,  that  the  said  Board 
was  actuated  by  a  conscious  doubt  as  to  the  unusual  powers  vested  in 
them  by  law,  and  particularly  so  when  acting  under  the  solemnity  of  an 
oath.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Richard  have  heretofore  collectively  abstain¬ 
ed  from  expressing  an  opinion  relative  to  the  powers  under  which  the 
said  Board  of  Canvassers  acted,  but  on  carefully  examining  the  18th  sec¬ 
tion,  in  connection  with  the  26th,  of  an  act  to  regulate  the  election  of  a 
Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
vStates,  adopted  by  the  Governor  and  Judges  on  the  6th  April,  1820,  sa¬ 
tisfies  this  meeting  that  the  said  Board  had  the  power  to  hear,  try  and 
determine  the  said  contest  according  to  the  justice  and  equity  of  the 
case,  but  that  the  said  Board  have  fallen  into  an  error  this  meeting  can¬ 
not  doubt,  inasmuch  as  they  did  not  exercise  the  power  given  to  them  by 
law  in  its  full  extent  :  first,  because  the  testimony  by  which  they  were 
governed  was  .altogether  ex  parte  :  second,  because  they  did  not  pre¬ 
scribe  the  usual  rules  of  evidence  for  taking  depositions,  which  would 
have  given  the  opposite  party  an  opportunity  to  cross  examine  witnesses. 
Had  the  Board  of  Canvassers  adopted  such  rules  for  their  own  govern¬ 
ment,  as  far  as  was  practicable,  Mr.  Richard  would  have  been  declared 
duly  elected  over  either  of  his  competitors,  by  a  large  majority.  The 
law  under  which  the  said  Board  acted,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
unconstitutional,  ambiguous,  and  indefinite  in  its  application,  dangerous 
in  principle.  It  may  be  adapted  to  a  Territorial' Government  like 


Michigan ,  but  repugnant  iti  its  letter  and  spirit  to  the  institutions  upon 
which  the  American  Republic  is  based. 

RESOLVED  THEREFORE ,  That  the  said  Austin  E.  Wing, 
Esq.  is  not  fairly  or  duly  elected,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  as  the 
Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  inasmuch  as  the  polls  and  returns  from  Prairie  du  Chien,  Green' 
Bay,  Mackinac,  Maguago,  and  Washtenaw,  ought  to  have  been  rejected 
on  the  same  principle  with  that  at  the  Saut  de  Ste.  Marie,  there  being  g 
majority  of  persons  in  the  same  degree  of  proportion  that  voted  at  said 
polis,  who  have  not  paid  a  Territorial  or  County  Tax,  and  the  majority 
of  persons  who  voted  at  the  three  first  named  polls,  were  of  the  same 
description  of  persons  as  those  at  the  Saut  de  Ste.  Marie,  viz.  half  blood¬ 
ed  Indians  and  Aliens,  together  with  discharged  soldiers  ;  and  further¬ 
more,  that  Mr.  Richard  was  defrauded  out  of  his  rights  at  the  polls  held 
at  Maumee  and  Detroit,  by  the  exchange  of  ballots  with  the  illiterate,  in 
a  fraudulent  manner,  and  at  Detroit  by  a  combination  of  persons  confede¬ 
rated  together  with  constables,  who  in  a  violent  and  forcible  manner, 
did  beat  and  maltreat,  and  actually  drove  away  with  sticks  and  clubs  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Richard,  who  came  on  the  day  of  election  to 
vote  for  him. 

RESOLVED ,  That  Mr.  Richard  be  requested  to  notify  Austin  E. 
Wing,  Esq.,  that  he  will  contest  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Representa  • 
tives,  on  the  ground  that  he  the  said  Austin  E.  Wing,  is  neither  fairly 
nor  duly  elected  as  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

RESOLVED ,  That  a  Committee  of  20  persons,  known  to  be  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Richard,  be  appointed  from  the  following  counties  in  Mi¬ 
chigan  proper  ;  In  the  county  of  Wayne,  William  Little,  Henry  Con¬ 
nor,  Francis  Rivard,  John  Meldrum,  Joseph  Spencer,  John  M’Dorrell, 
James  Byrne,  Louis  Dequindre,  Julean  Gagtiier,  John  Burbank  and  Dan¬ 
iel  Goodell :  In  the  county  of  Monroe,  Laurent  Durocher,  Hubert  La¬ 
croix,  P.  Picot,  and  Gabriel  Godfroy,  jr.  In  the  county  of  Macomb,  the 
Rev.  J.  P.  De  Jean,  and  Ignace  Morass  ;  and  in  the  county  of  St.  Clair, 
J.  B.  Coshman,  Henry  Cottrell  and  Joseph  Mene,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  correspond  with  the  Secretary  of  said  Committee  at  the  city  of  De¬ 
troit  :  and  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  said  Committee  to  obtain  the  ne¬ 
cessary  vouchers  and  documents,  in  order  to  prosecute  the  said  election 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  that  the  said  Committee,  or  the  ma¬ 
jority  now  present  in  the  county  of  Wayne,  shall  elect  their  Chairman 
and  Secretary  from  their  own  body,  and  the  said  Chairman  and  Secretary, 
with  any  other  member  of  said  Committee  shall  form  a  Board,  and  shall 
establish  the  necessary  rules  for  taking  testimony,  as  well  as  for  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  said  Board,  provided  one  of  the  said  Board  be  qualified  to 
administer  oaths  according  to  law,  or  to  act  under  the  superintendance  of 
any  other  person  qualified  to  adminisier  oaths,  and.  that  the  Secretary  of 
said  Committee,  shall  call  on  the  late  Board  of  Canvassers  and  request  of 
said  Board  a  transcript  of  such  documents  as  the  said  Committee  shall 
consider  expedient,  touching  the  late  election  ;  that  the  Chairman  of  the 
said  Committee  shall  appoint  the  time  and  place  for  holding  its  own  sit- 

and  that  its  proceedings,  so  far  as  the  taking  of  testimony,  shall  be 


3 


public  :  that  the  Chairman  shall  also  call  a  meeting  of  the  friends  of  Mr*. 
.Richard  whenever  he  shall  consider  it  expedient.  K 

RESOLVED ,  That. the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  published 
n  the  Detroit  Gazette,  Michigan  Herald,  Michigan  Sentinel,  and  French: 
Gazette,  and  that  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Chairman  and  Secretary. 

HENRY  CONNOR,  Chairman . 
WILLIAM  LITTLE,  Secretary. 


THE  FRIENDS  OF  MR  RICHARD. 

( In  Committee  October  31,  1825.^ 

AT  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  friends  of  Mi> 
Richard,  at  the  meeting  held  on  the  29th  inst.  at  the  House  of  Henry 
Qonnor,  Esquire,  held  this  day  at  the  House  of  John  M’Donell,  Esq.  in 
the  city  of  Detroit,  Joseph  Spencer  was  elected  Chairman,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Little  Secretary  ;  it  was  ordered, 

THAT  the  Secretary  notify,  by  a  circular,  the  members  of  this 
Committee  who  reside  in  the  adjacent  counties,  who  are  known  to  have 
been  friends  of  the  election  of  Mr.  Richard, 

THAT  this  Committee  will  hold  its  first  sitting  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  testimony  touching  the  late  election  for  Delegate  to  Congress,  at 
the  Hotel  of  Mr.  John  Brunson,  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  Saturday  the 
5th  of  November  next,  at  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  that  its  fu¬ 
ture  sittings  shall  be  held  at  the  same  place  and  the  same  hour  of  the  day, 
on  every  Tuesday  and  Saturday  in  each  week,  until  the  object  for  which 
the  Committee  has  been  appointed,  shall  have  been  completed,  unless  the 
Chairman  shall  otherwise  direct.  It  was  further  ordered, 

THAT the  Secretary  furnish  Austin  E.  Wing  Esq.  who  has  obtained 
the  certificate  as  the  Delegate  from  this  Territory,  with  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  proceedings,  inasmuch  as  the  object  of  the  said  testimony  is  to 
show  that  the  said  Austin  E.  Wing,  Esq.  has  not  been  either  fairly  or 
(i  duty ”  elected,  and  that  Gabriel  Richard  claims  the  seat  of  the  Dele¬ 
gate  from  this  Territory,  and  that  the  said  Austin  E.  Wing,  Esq.  may 
be  present  at  the. taking  of  the  said  testimony,  if  he  thinks  proper. 

RESOL  VED — That  the  proceedings  of  this  Committee  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  French  Gazette,  in  the  Detroit  Gazette,  and  in  the  Michi¬ 
gan  Herald.  Dated  Detroit,  Oct.  31,  1825. 

JOSEPH  SPENCER,  Chairman. 
WILLIAM  LITTLE,  Secretary. 


The  testimony  of  John  Bronson,  given  in  before  the  Committee  on 
the  5t.h  November,  1825,  agreeably  to  a  notice  served  on  Austin  E.  Wing 
Esq.  of  which  the  annexed  is  a  true  copy,  at  the  Hotel  of  the  said  John 
Brunson,  in  the  city  of  Detroit. 

John  Brunson  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  deposeth,  that  on  the  2nd  day  of  November,  a.  d.  1825,  at 


or  about  twelve  o/.clock  meridian,  that  he  served  a  printed  notice  per¬ 
sonally  on  Austin  E.  Wing,  Esq.  of  which  the  annexed  is  a  true  copy  ; 
and  at  the  request  of  this  Committee. 

JOHN  BRUNSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  in  the  presence  of  the  Committee,  on  the  day 
and  year  first  above  written,  at  the  city  of  Detroit,  in  the  county  of 
Wayne,  and  Territory  of  Michigan. 

J.  NPDonell ,  j.  p.  c.  w.  m.  t. 

Detroit ,  3d  November ,  1825» 

The  undersigned,  a  candidate  at  the  late  election  for  Delegate  to 
Congress  from  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  (in  conformity  to  the  wishes 
of  his  friends)  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Austin  E.  Wing,  who  has 
obtained  the  certificate  as  the  said  Delegate,  that. he  the  undersigned,  in¬ 
tends  to  contest  the  election  of  Mr.  Wing  in  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives,  on  the  ground  that  Mr.  Wing  is  not  fairly  or  duly  elected  as  the 
Delegate  from  Michigan.  A  committee  of  the  friends  of  the  undersign¬ 
ed  will  inform  Mr.  Wing  of  the  time  and  place  appointed  by  them  for 
the  taking  of  testimony  touching  said  election. 

GABRIEL  RICHARD. 


The  testimony  of  Jean  Baptiste  Vallee  taken  before  the  committee, 
at  the  Hotel  of  Mr.  John  Brunson,  on  Saturday  the  12th  November, 
1825,  agreeably  to  a  notice  served  on  Austin  E.  Wing,  Esq.  of  which 
the  annexed  is  a  true  copy. 

Jean  Baptiste  Vallee  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Hol}r  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  the  within  copy  signed  Gabriel 
Richard,  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  to  Austin  E.  Wing,  Esq.  by  the 
said  Gabriel  Richard,  and  that  Deponent  personally  handed  the  same  to 
the  said  Austin  E.  Wing,  on  the  3d  November,  on  the  date  thereof. 

J.  B.  VALLEE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  in  the  presence  of  the  committee,  on  the  day 
and  date  above  written. 


J.  McDonell ,  j.  p.  c.  w.  t.  m. 


The  testimony  of  Robert  Marsaac,  given  before  +he  committee  on 
Saturday  the  5th  November,  a.  d.  1825,  agreeably  to  a  notice  served 
on  Austin  E.  Wing,  Esq.  of  which  the  annexed  is  a  true  copy,  at  the 
Hotel  of  John  Brunson,  in  the  city  of  Detroit. 

Robert  Marsaac  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  on  the  31st  day  of  May  last,  De¬ 
ponent  came  to  the  city  of  Detroit  to  vote  for  Mr.  Richard  as  the  Dele¬ 
gate  from  this  Territory,  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  that  De¬ 
ponent  was  prevented  from  going  to  the  polls  to  vote  for  the  said  Ga¬ 
briel  Richard,  by  Mr.  Sherwood  and  another  large  man,  with  others  who 
appeared  to  be  confederated  with  him  ;  that  Mr.  Sherwood  was  a  Con¬ 
stable,  and  acted  as  such  in  the  face  of  the  inspectors  ;  that  he  the  said 
Sherwood  as  this  Deponent  verily  believes,  was  also  the  deputy  sheriff  of 
Mr.  Wing,  who  was  the  high  sheriff,  that  Deponent  remained  at  the  poll 


for.thnee  fourths  of  the  J)a y.,  and  made  several  attempts  .to  vote,  but 
pushed  back  with  violence,  consequently  that  he  was  obliged  to'gO 
home  without  voting  ;  that  there  was  much  confusion  and  violence 
made  use  of  on  the  day  of  the  election,  and  in  particular  towards  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Richard  ;  that  Deponent  is  a  native  of  this  Territory,  and 
always  remained  in  the  Territory,  and  that  his  property  has  been  assess¬ 
ed  every  year  since  the  war,  and  that  he  has  regularly  every  year  paid  a 
county  tax  ;  that  Deponent  is  now  fifty- three  years  of  age,  and  in  the  be¬ 
lief  of  this  Deponent,  from  the  tricks  resorted  to,  as  well  as  the  partiality 
and  violence  practised  towards  Mr.  Richard’s  friends  on  the  day  of  the 
election,  that  Mr.  Richard  must  at  least  lost  fifty  votes  at  the  Detroit' 
election. 

his 

ROBERT  XMARSAAG. 
mark 

Sworn  and  subscribed  in  the  presence  of  the  committee,  at  the  city 
of  Detroit,  in  the  county  of  Wayne  and  Territory  of  Michigan. 

J.  M'Donell ,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  testimony  of  Joseph  Chovant,  given  before  the  committee  a- 
greeably  to  a  notice  served  on  Austin  E.  Wing,  Esq.  of  which  the 
annexed  is  a  true  copy,  on  Saturday  the  5th  November,  a.  d.  1825, 
at  the  Hotel  of  Mr.  John  Brunson,  in  the  city  of  Detroit. 

Joseph  Chovant  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  was  born  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  that  he  is  forty  years  of  age,  that  he  came  on  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  May  last,  to  the  election  poll  held  at  the  city  of  Detroit, 
that  he  remained  at  the  said  election  poll  from  ten  o’clock  a.  m.  until  five 
o’clock  p.  m.  with  the  intention  of  voting  for  Gabriel  Richard,  as  the 
Delegate  from  this  Territory  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  ; 
that  Deponent  made  several  attempts  to  vote,  but  that  he  was  pushed 
back  with  a  big  club  by  Mr.  Sherwood  the  deputy  sheriff,  who  acted  as 
Constable;  also  that  the  said  Sherwood,  appeared  to  this  Deponent,  to  be 
combined  and  confederated  with  a  number  of  others,  in  the  face  of 
the  inspectors,  and  that  there  appeared  to  be  a  great  deal  of  partiality 
and  violence  made  use  of  towards  the  French  population,  particular¬ 
ly  the  friends  of  Mr.  Richard  ;  that  they  were  struck  with  a  chib 
over  the  head  many  of  them,  when  they  attempted  to  press  forward 
to  the  poll,  to  give  their  votes  ;  that  Deponent  was  unable  to  vote 
from  the  said  acts  of  oppre  ssion  on  the  day  of  the  election  ;  that  De¬ 
ponent  verily  believes,  that  Mr.  Richard  lost  at  least  fifty  votes  on  the 
day  of  the  election  at  Detroit,  owing  to  the  aforesaid  oppressive  con¬ 
duct.  his 

JOSEPH  *  CHOVANT. 
mark 

Sworn  and  subscribed  in  presence  of  the  committee,  on  the  day  and 
year  first  above  written,  at  the  city  of  Detroit  in  the  Territory  of  Michi¬ 
gan.  J •  M’Donell ,  j.  p. 


The  testimony  of  Louis  Dousonie,  given  before  the  committee,  on 


'Saturday,  the  5th  November,  A.  d.  1825,  agreeably  to  notice  served  on 
Austin  E,  Wing,  Esquire,  of  which  the  annexed  is  a  true  copy,  at  the. 
Hotel  of  Mr.  John  Brunson,  in  the  city  of  Detroit. 

Louis  Dousonie  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  was  born  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  and  always  remained  in  said  territory,  that  his  property  has 
been  regularly  assessed,  for  several  years,  and  that  he  has  uniformly  paid 
a  county  tax  on  the  same:  That  l\e  came  to  the  election  poll  held  in  the 
city  of  Detroit,  on  the  31st  May  last,  to  vote  for  Gabriel  Richard  as  the 
Delegate  from  this  territory  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  that 
deponent  on  the  day  of  the  election,  made  several  attempts  to  vote,  but 
that  he  was  pushed  off  by  Mr.  Sherwtiod,  the  deputy  sheriff,  with  others 
that  were  confederated  with  him,  as  appeared  to  this  deponent,  that  de¬ 
ponent  was  at  length  obliged  to  go  home  without  voting,  after  waiting 
from  ten  o’clock,  A.  M.  until  four  o’clock,  P.  M.  ;  that  deponent  saw 
persons  struck  with  a  club  who  attempted  to  go  to  the  poll  and  vote,  by 
Mr.  Sherwood,  the  said  deputy  sheriff,  in  the  face  of  the  inspectors;  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  violence  and  oppression  made  use  of  towards  the 
French  population  by  the  said  Sherwood  and  others  confederated  and 
combined  with  him  ;  and  that  deponent  verily  believes  that  Mr.  Richard 
lost  at  least  fifty  votes  at  the  Detroit  election,  from  the  aforesaid  fraud 
and  violence.  his 

LOUIS  X  DOUSONIE. 
mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  in  the  presence  of  the  committee,  on  the  day 
and  year  first  above  written,  at  the.  city  of  Detroit,  county  of  Wayne, 
and  territory  of  Michigan.  J.  M’Donell,  j.  p. 

The  testimony  of  Dominique  Thomas,  taken  before  the  committee, 
at  the  Hotel  of  Mr.  John  Brunson,  at  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  Tuesday, 
the  8th  day  of  November,  agreeably  to  a  notice  served  on  Austin  E, 
W  ing,  Esq.  of  which  the  annexed  is  a  true  copy. 

Dominique  Thomas,  who  was  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists 
of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  was  born  in  the  territory 
of  Michigan,  and  always  resided  therein,  and  owns  property  and  paid  a 
county  tax  on  the  same  for  a  number  of  years,  commencing  five  years 
ago;  that  deponent  came  to  the  election  poll,  held  at  the  city  of  Detroit, 
on  the  thirty-first  day  of  May  last,  to  vote  for  Gabriel  Richard  as  the 
Delegate  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  that  deponent  attempted 
to  vote  at  several  times,  but  as  often  as  he  attempted  to  press  forward  to 
the  poll,  that  attempts  were  made  to  strike  him  with  a  club  by  a  number 
of  persons  called  constables,  who  acted  as  such  in  the  face  of  the  inspec¬ 
tors,  consequently,  that  alter  waiting  all  day  almost,  deponent  was  obli¬ 
ged  to  go  home  without  voting;  that  there  was  evidently  gross  partiality 
practised  at  the  Detroit  election;  that  many  of  Mr.  Richard’s  friends 
were  obliged  to  go  home  without  voting,  from  the  violence  and  insults 
offerred  in  particular  to  the  French  population  by  a  number  of  persons 
combined  together  with  constables,  his 

DOMINIQUE  X  THOMAS, 
mark. 
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Sworn  and  subscribed  in  presence  of  the  committee,  at  the  city  of  De¬ 
troit,  on  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

J.  M’Donell ,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  testimony  of  Antoine  Barron  taken  before  the  committee  at 
the  Hotel  of  Mr.  John  Brunson,  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  Saturday  the 
12th  November,  a.  d.  1825,  agreeably  to  notice  served  on  Austin  E. 
Wing,  Esq.  of  which  the  annexed  is  a  true  copy. — 

Antoine  Barron,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  AD 
mighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  attended  the  election  poll  held 
at  the  city  of  Detroit  on  the  31st  day  of  May,  that  much  oppression  and 
confusion  prevailed  at  the  election,  that  it  was  not  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Deponent,  a  free  and  fair  election,  inasmuch  as  a  great  deal  of  partiality 
existed,  that  a  number  of  persons  combined  and  confederated  together 
with  Constables,  kept  back  the  friends  of  Mr.  Richard,  particularly  the 
French  population,  who  were  struck  over  the  head,  many  of  them  with 
a  club  by  the  deputy  sheriff  Sherwood  ;  that  Deponent  was  himself  for 
a  long  time  before  lie  could  vote,  but  at  length  as  he  pressed  forward  to 
the  poll  he  was  struck  by  the  deputy  sheriff  Sherwood,  over  the  head 
with  a  club,  that  Mr.  Richard  must  have  lost  many  votes  on  the  day  of 
the  election,  on  account  of  the  said  oppressive  conduct 

his 

ANTOINE  X  BARRON, 
mark 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  and  in  the  presence  of  the  committee, 
on  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

J.  M7 Bondi,  j.  p.  c.  w.  m.  t. 

The  testimony  of  Joseph  Paul  Compau  taken  before  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  Saturday  the  12th  day  of  November,  at  the  Hotel  of  Mr.  John 
Brunson,  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  agreeably  to  a  notice  served  on  Austin 
E.  Wing,  Esq.  of  which  the  annexed  is  a  true  copy. — 

Joseph  Paul  Compau  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  is  thirty-seven  years  of  age, 
that  he  was  born  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  andalvvays  lived  therein: 
that  he  owns  real  and  personal  estate  ;  that  he  has  regularly  paid  a  coun¬ 
ty  tax  for  a  number  of  years  in  succession  ;  that  he  came  to  the  election 
poll  held  at  the  city  of  Detroit  on  the  31st  of  May  last,  to  vote  for  Ga¬ 
briel  Richard,  as  the  Delegate  to  Congress,  that  he  saw  much  strife  and 
confusion  at  the  election,  and  much  oppression  made  use  of  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  persons  combined  with  constables  or  deputy  sheriffs,  to  keep  back 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Richard  from  going  to  the  poll  and  vote,  particularly 
towards  the  French  population;  that  he  saw  some  of  them  struck  over 
the  head  with  a  club  by  constables,  when  they  attempted  to  press  for¬ 
ward  to  the  poll  to  vote  ;  that  Deponent  found  it  useless  for  him  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  press  forward  to  the  poll  for  to  vote,  without  running  the 
risque  of  being  struck  or  knocked  down  with  a  club  by  a  constable,  con¬ 
sequently  that  he  returned  home  without  voting  ;  but  that  this  Deponent 
gannot  believe  the  election  at  Detroit,  to  have  been  a  free  and  fair  elec- 


ifdri)  ari3  that  Mr.  Richard  must  have  lost  many  votes  an  account  of  the 
said  oppressive  conduct  on  the  day  of  the  election. 

his 

JOSEPH  PAUL  X  COMPAU. 

mark 

Sworn  and  subscribed  in  the  presence  of  the  committee,  this  12th 
November,  a.  d.  1825.  J.  M’ Donell,  j.  p. 


The  testimony  of  John  Lewis  Tremble,  taken  before  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  Tuesday  the  15th  November,  1825,  at  the  Hotel  of  Mr.  John 
Brunson,  agreeably  to  a  notice  served  on  Austin  E.  Wing,  Esquire,  of 
Which  the  annexed  is  a  true  copy. 

John  Lewis  Tremble  being  duly  sWorn,  states  that  he  was  born  in 
the  territory  of  Michigan,  that  he  is  forty-eight  years  of  age,  that  he 
always  resided  in  said  territory,  that  he  owns  real  and  personal  proper¬ 
ty,  that  he  has  regularly  paid  a  county  tax  for  many  years,  that  he  atten* 
ded  the  election  poll  held  at  the  city  of  Detroit  on  the  31st  May  last, 
that  he  came  to  the  said  election  for  the  express  purpose  of  voting  for 
Gabriel  Richard  as  the  Delegate  to  Congress,  that  he  saw  much  strife 
and  confusion  at  the  election,  and  a  great  deal  of  oppression  and  partial¬ 
ity  manifested  ;  that  a  number  of  constables  or  deputy  sheriffs  were  stan¬ 
ding  before  the  inspectors  confederated  and  combined  with  others  taken 
to  their  aid,  as  appeared  manifest  from  their  outrageous  conduct  in  keep¬ 
ing  the  French  population  from  the  polls,  that  many  of  the  French  peo-  ' 
pie  were  struck  as  they  attempted  to  go  to  the  poll  to  vote,  by  a  consta¬ 
ble  with  a  club  over  the  head,  that  deponent  remained  at  the  poll  from 
ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  until  four  o’clock,  p.  m.  and  made  several  at¬ 
tempts  to  vote,  but  could  not  without  running  the  hazard  of  getting  a 
stroke  over  the  head  with  a  club  by  a  constable,  consequently,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  return  to  his  home  without  voting;  that  he  is  certain  that 
mr.  Richard  must  have  lost  many  votes  at  the  election  poll  held  at  the 
city  of  Detroit,  from  the  said  outrageous  conduct  of  constables  confede¬ 
rated  with  others  within  their  aid.  his 

JOHN  LEWIS  XI  TREMBLE. 

mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  in  the  presence  of  the  committee,  on  the  day ' 
and  year  first  above  written.  J.  M’Donell ,  j.  p.  c.  w.  t.  m. 


The  testimony  of  John  M’Donell,  Esquire,  given  before  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  Tuesday  the  15th  November,  a.  d.  1825,  at  the  Hotel  of  Mr. 
John  Brunson  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  agreeably  to  a  notice  served  on 
Austin  E.  Wing,  Esquire,  of  which  the  annexed  .is  a  true  copy. 

John  M’Donell  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  county  of  Wayne  and  terri¬ 
tory  of  Michigan,  on  his  oath  states,  that  he  attended  the  election  poll 
held  at  the  city  of  Detroit  on  the  31st  May  last,  for  Delegate  to  Congress 
and  for  members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  that  from  the  partial,  op¬ 
pressive  and  outrageous  conduct  resorted  to,  which  he  himself  witness¬ 
ed,  towards  the  French  population  in  the  presence  of  the  inspectors  of 
the  election,  whether  noticed  by  them  or  not  this  deponent  does  not  un¬ 
dertake  to  say,  but  that  he  saw”  many  of  the  French  people  struck  over 
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the  head  with  a  club  by  a  deputy  sheriff  or  constable  as  they  attempted 
to  press  forward  to  the  poll  to  give  in  their  votes;  that  a  number  of  per¬ 
sons  under  the  denomination  of  deputy  sheriffs  or  constables  or  both 
with  others  taken  to  their  aid,  all  acting  under  the  color  of  office,  were 
from  their  acts  as  appeared  to  this  deponent  combined  and  confederated 
together,  in  keeping  back  the  French  population  on  the  day  of  the  elec¬ 
tion,  from  going  forward  to  the  polls,  to  give  in  their  votes;  they,  the 
French,  were  so  much  exasperated  at  such  Unmerited  treatment,  that 
they  repeatedly  appealed  to  deponent  what  to  do;  deponent  advised 
them  not  to  resist  any  of  the  insults  and  injuries  offered  them  on  that 
day, hut  to  vote  peacebly  if  practicable;  that  deponent  frequently  called 
the  attention  of  the  inspectors  to  interpose  their  authority  against  such 
unwarrantable  proceeding;  but  the  excitement,  noise  and  tumult  was  so 
great  among  the  people,  occasioned  by  the  said  harsh  treatment,  that  his 
voice,  as  he  believes  could  not  be  heard;  that  many  persons  who  came 
to  vote  for  Mr.  Richard,  as  this  deponent  has  ascertained,  were  deterred 
from  offering  their  votes,  and  returned  to  their  homes  without  voting; 
this  deponent  has  every  reason  to  believe,  from  what  he  saw,  that  there 
was  a  systematised  plan  organised  to  prevent  the  election  of  Gabriel  Ri¬ 
chard;  that  this  deponent  has  been  acquainted  with  the  French  popula¬ 
tion  for  many  years,  that  they  are  a  peaceable,  inoffensive  sort  of  people, 
easy  managed  and  easy  governed;  that  they  have  been,  beyond  a  doubt, 
unpardonably  imposed  upon  at  the  late  election,  by  both  of  the  other 
parties,  as  this  deponent  has  every  reason  to  believe. 

JOHN  McDONELL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  on  the  day  and  year  xirst  above 
‘written,  after  being  examined  before  the  committee. 

Robert  Mboit ,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  c.  W,  t.  m. 

tfhe  testimony  of  William  Little  given  before  the  committee,  on 
Tuesday  the  15th  November,  1825,  at  the  Hotel  of  Mr.  John  Brunson, 
in  the  city  of  Detroit,  agreeably  to  a  notice  served  on  Austin  E.  Wing, 
Esq.  of  which  the  annexed  is  a  true  copy. 

William  Little  being  duly  sworn,  and  states  that  he  was  at  the  elec¬ 
tion  poll  held  at  the  city  of  Detroit  on  the  31st  May  last,  for  Delegate  to 
Congress  and  for  members  to  the  Legislative  Council,  and  without  nar¬ 
rating  a  history  of  the  extraordinary  means  resorted  to  on  the  day  of 
the  election  to  prevent  the  election  of  Gabriel  Richard,  as  the  Delegate 
to  Congress,  that  he  has  examined  the  deposition  of  John  McDonell,  Esq. 
sworn  to  before  Robert  Abbott,  Esq.  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  on  this  day, 
and  from  the  knowledge  and  observation  of  this  deponent  the  contents  of 
the  deposition  made  by  the  Said  John  McDonell,  Esq.  as  aforesaid,  is 
correct  in  all  its  parts. 

WILLIAM  LITTLE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  in  the  presence  of  the  committee,  on  the  day 
and  year  first  above  written* 

J.  McDonell ,  j.  p.  c.  w.  t.  m. 

The  testimony  of  Simon  Rousseau  taken  before  the  committee,  on 
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Tuesday  the  15th  day  of  November,  at  the  Hotel  of  Mr.  John  Brunson, 
agreeably  to  a  notice  served  on  Austin  E.  Wing,  Esq.  of  which  the  an¬ 
nexed  is  a  true  copy. 

Simon  Rousseau  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  deposethand  saith,  that  he  attended  the  election  poll  held 
at  the  city  of  Detroit  on  the  31st  may  last,  that  Deponent  saw  much  tu¬ 
mult  and  confusion  at  said  election,  a  great,  deal  of  foul  play,  practised 
towards  the  French  population  in  keeping  them  back  from  the  poll,  who 
were  all  principally  in  favour  of  Gabriel  Richard,  one  of  the  candidates 
for  Delegate  to  Congress  ;  that  there  did  appear  to  be  a  number  of  persons 
called  constables,  who  stood  before  the  inspectors,  who  were  combined 
and  confederated  together,  and  who  struck  many  of  the  French  popula¬ 
tion  over  the  head  with  a  big  stick,  as  they  pressed  forward  to  the  poll  to 
vote,  that  Deponent  made  several  attempts  himself  to  get  to  the  poll  to 
vote  and  at  length  succeeded,  but  was  struck  over  the  head  with  a  club 
as  he  passed  to  the  inspectors  to  give  in  his  vote  ;  that  from  the  said 
outrageous  conduct,  Mr.  Richard  must  have  lost  many  votes  at  the  elecA 
tion  poll  held  at  Detroit. 

his 

SIMON  XI  ROUSSEAU, 
mark 

Sworn  and  subscribed  in  the  presence  of  the  committee,  this  15th 
November,  a.  d.  1825.  J.  M’Donell ,  j.  p. 

*v 

The  testimony  of  Gabriel  Chene,  jr.  and  of  Antoine  Penesh  Com- 
pan,  taken  before  the  committee  on  Tuesday  the  15th  November,  1825, 
at  the  Hotel  of-  Mr.  John  Brunson,  agreeably  to  a  notice  served  on  Au¬ 
stin  E.  Wing,  Esquire,  of  which  the  annexed  is  a  true  copy. 

The  deponents  state  that  they  lived  in  the  same  house  ;  Antoine 
Penesh  Compau  states  that  he  is  fifty-one  years  of  age,  and  Gabriel  Che¬ 
ne  states  that  he  is  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  that  they  are  both  born  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  always  remained  in  said  Territory  ;  that 
each  of  them  own  real  and  personal  property  ;  that  they  have  paid  a 
county  tax  yearly  for  many  years,  on  said  property,  that  as  they  were 
about  to  start  from  their  home  on  the  31st  May  last,  with  the  intention 
of  voting,  for  Gabriel  Richard  for  Delegate  to  the  Congress  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  that  they  met  a  number  of  the  French  population  returning 
from  the  election,  some  frightened,  others  vociferating  with  anger  and 
indignation  at  the  unmerited  treatment  as  they  conceived,  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  poll,  by  being  struck  over  the  head  with  a  club,  by  consta¬ 
bles,  as  they  attempted  to  vote  ;  all  appeared  to  be  under  a  great  de¬ 
gree  of  excitement,  and  advised  the  deponents  to  remain  at  home,  or 
that  they  would  be  served  in  the  like  manner  ;  that  the  deponents  ta¬ 
king  the  said  advice  into  consideration,  considered  it  was  more  prudent' 
for  them  to  remain  at  home,  than  to  run  the  risque  of  getting  their  heads 
broke  by  a  club  from  the  constables — that  they  did  not  therefore  vote 
according  to  their  original  intention,  from  said  cause — that  they  are  sa¬ 
tisfied  from  what  they  have  since  heard,  that  Mr.  Richard  lost  many 
vetes  at  tho  election  poll  at  Detroit,  in  consequence  of  said  outrageous 
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conduct,  together  with  the  tricking  and  exchanging  of  ballots,  under  a 
false  pretence  by  some  Americans,  who  professed  to  be  friendly  to  the 
election  of  Mr.  Richard,  thereby  imposing  on  the  credulity  of  such  of 
the  French  as  could  not  read  or  write,  in  giving  them  ballots  different 
from  that  which  they  intended  to  vote. 

his 

ANTOINE  PENESII  ft  COMPAU. 

mark. 

his 

GABRIEL  j*S  CHENE. 
mark 

Sworn  and  subscribed  in  the  presence  of  the  committee,  on  the  day 
and  year  first  above  written.  J.  M’Donell ,  j.  p.  c.  w.  t.  m. 

Michigan  Territory ,  County  of  Wayne ,  Detroit  1 5th  Nov.  1825. 

John  Meldrum  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almigh* 
ty  God,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  a  fellow  of 
the  name  of  Ned,  the  son  of  a  Pawne  woman,  a  slave  to  his  father, 
George  Meldrum,  for  many  years;  that  the  said  Ned  was  born  whilst 
his  mother  remained  a  slave  at  his  father’s,  and  indeed  that  she  is  still 
considered  a  slave  until  her  husband,  Francis  Metivie,  a  Canadian  from 
'Montreal,  who  married  her  after  the  birth  of  Ned,  pays  up  her  time  in 
full;  that  he  bought  her  time  from  deponent’s  father  by  indenting  him¬ 
self  for  a  number  of  years  in  order  to  obtain  her  freedom,  which  contract 
is  not  yet  fully  complied  with  ;  that  all  her  children  were  considered 
slaves,  until  a  certain  decision  made  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  territo¬ 
ry  of  Michigan,  setting  free  all  that  were  born  after  a  certain  period, 
when  they  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years;  that  ned  was  freed  un¬ 
der  that  decision;  that  he  continued  in  the  capacity  ofa  slave  until  1817, 
at  the  time  of  the  death  of  deponent's  father,  after  which  deponent  told 
him  he  might  go  about  his  business  ;  that  Ned  is  now  called  Edward 
Metivie  ;  that  deponent  has  been  credibly  informed,  that  the  said  Ned 
voted  for  Delegate  to  Congress  at  the  election  held  at  the  old  trading 
house  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  in  the  county  of  Washtenaw,  whilst  lie  was 
cook  to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  survey  and  locate  the  Chicago 
road;  that  deponent  feels  it  his  duty  to  make  this  statement  inasmuch 
as  Ned  is  not  a  free  male  white  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

JOHN  MELDRUM. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  on  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

J.  M'Donell ,  j.  p.  c.  w.  m.  t. 

The  report  of  John  M’Donell,  Esq.,  laid  before  the  committee  on  Sa¬ 
turday  the  19th  November,  1825,  at  the  hotel  of  Mr.  John  Brunson, 
agreeably  to  a  notice  served  on  Austin  E.  Wing,  Esquire,  of  which  the 
annexed  is  a  true  copy. 

The' undersigned,  who  was  required  by  a  resolution  of  the  committee, 
to  procure  a  certified  copy  of  the  county  tax-roll,  including  Wayne  and 
Washtenaw,  and  of  the  poll-list  at  the  trading  house  of  Gabriel  Godfroy, 
in  the  said  county  of  Washtenaw,  and  to  ascertain  the  names  of  such 


p.erjson9  that  have  uot  paid  a  county  or  territorial  tax,  begs  leave  to  re¬ 
port,  that  he  has  procured  a  certified  copy  of  the  tax-roll  for  said  coun¬ 
ties,  and  a  certified  cdpy  of  the  poll  list  of  the  election  held  at  the  old 
trading  house  of  Gabriel  Godfroy;  and  that  he  also  called  and  examined 
at  the  territorial  treasurer’s  office,  that  he  finds  that,  thirty-two  persons 
voted  at  t)ie  said  election,  31st  May,  1825,  who  had  not  paid  a  county 
or  territorial  tax,  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress 
of  the  16th  February,  1819,  prescribing  the  qualifications  of  electors, 
and  of  the  said  thirty-two  persons,  he  has  ascertained  that  one  of  them  is 
an  alien,  viz.  John  McKenney;  and  another  a  mulatto  Pawne,  who  was 
born  a  slave,  called  Ned  or  Edward  Metivie;  that  the  undersigned  is 
perfectly  acquainted  with  both  characters,  the  former  of  whom  is  John 
McKenney,  a  respectable  school  master,  who  has  come  to  the  territory 
but  a  short  time  since,  and  has  taken  the  preliminary  steps  to  be  made 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  the  latter  is  generally  employed  in  kitch^ 
ens  as  a  cook;  the  other  thirty,  the  undersigned  does  not  know  from 
personal  acquaintance;  but  from  information,  the  greater  number  of 
them  are  straggling  persons,  that  have  neither  home,  residence,  or.  any 
thing  else  to  attach  them  to  the  territory  The  names  of  the  thirty-two 
persons  are  as  follows:  for  a  more  corect  statement  reference  may  be 
made  to  the  county  tax  roll,  and  to  the  poll  list,  the  undersigned  is  sa¬ 
tisfied  that  they  do  not  appear  on  the  territorial  tax  roll  any  of  them  as 
lie  inquired  of  the  treasurer. 

Names  of  persons  that  voted  at  Gabriel  Godfroy’s  trading  house,  on 
the  31st  May,  for  Delegate  to  Congress,  not  qualified  according  to  law: 

William  Panburn,  Joseph  Young,  Ora  Wood,  Nathaniel  Goldtheat; 
J.  S.  McKinstry,  George  Hall,  Charles  Sill,  Aaron  Pomeroy,  Alvin 
Cross,  David  Kittle,  William  Ackler,  Musgrove  Ewing,  John  Buyan,. 
Jonathan  Moulton,  Asa  Smith,  Otis  Bairnard,  Oratio  Grant,  Oliver  W. 
Whitmore  the  younger,  Juba  Brunson,  Daniel  Cross,  Isaac  Sines,  Gard- ' 
ner  Mason,.  Jonathan  Kirk,  Titus  Brunson,  David  W.  Corbin,  Ned  Ed- 
ward  Metivie,  Joseph  M.  Maya,  John  M’Kenny,  Anthony  St.  Pierre, 
Orange  Risdon,  Charles  B.  Taylor,  Joseph  Ames. 

The  foregoing  are  the  thirty-two  person’s  names  who  do  not  appear 
to  have  paid  a  territorial  or  county  tax.  J.  McDONELL. 

N.  B. — Certified  copies  of  the  county  tax  roll  for  Wayne  and  Wash*  - 
tenaw  marked  E,  and  the  poll-list  at  the  trading  house  of  Gabriel  God~ 
froy  marked  F,  have  been  transmitted  in  manuscript  to  the  honorable  * 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  24th  November. 

J.  McD. 

i 

The  testimony  of  Edward  Metivie,  commonly  called  Ned,  who 
was  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  states  that 
he  was  a  cook  with  the  commissioners  on  the  Chicago  road, that  lie  atten¬ 
ded  the  election  poll  held  at  the  old  trading  house  of  Gabriel  Godfroy, 
in  the  county  of  Washtenaw,  on  the  31st  of  May  last;  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  vote  for  Gabriel  Richard  as  Delegate  to  Congress,  that  Mr.  t 
Durocher  gave  him  a  ballot  for  that  purpose,  but  that  he  was  cheatecjLout 


erf  his  ballot  by  Mr.  Woodruff,  by  which  means  he  voted  for  major  Bid* 
die,  his 

EDWARD  X  METIVIE. 

mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  the  city  of  Detroit,  the  I9tlt 
Nov.  1825.  J.  M'Donell,  j.  p. 

The  testimony  of  Alexis  Campau,  jr.  who  on  oath  states,  that  he  is 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  born  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  owns  per¬ 
sonal  property  on  which  he  has  paid  a  county  tax,  that  he  came  to  the 
election  poll  held  at  the  city  of  Detroit  on  the  31st  May  last,  for  the  ex¬ 
press  purpose  of  voting  for  Gabriel  Richard  as  Delegate  to  Congress; 
ffom  the  tumult  and  confusion  at  the  election,  and  from  the  harsh  man? 
ner  that  the  French  population  were  treated,  by  being  struck  with  clubs 
by  constables  deponent  found  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  vote,  af¬ 
ter  having  made  several  attempts,  without  running  the  risque  of  being 
served  in  the  same  way;  that  Mr.  Richard  must  have  lost  many  votes 
at  the  election  poll  held  at  the  city  of  Detroit  in  consequence  of  said 
harsh  treatment.  his 

ALEXIS  X  CAMPAU,  Jr. 
mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  on  this  15.th  Nov.  a.  d.  1825,  at  the  city- 
of  Detroit  /.  McDonell ,  j.  p.  c.  w.  t.  jvi. 


The  testimony  of  Jonas  Goodell,  Esquire,  given  before  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  Saturday  the  19th  November,  A.  d.  1S25,  at  the  Hotel  of  Mr. 
John  Brunson  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  agreeably  to  a  notice  served  on 
Austin  E.  Wing,  Esquire,  of  which  the  annexed  is  a  true  copy. 

That  deponent  Jonas  Goodell,  who  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  E- 
vangelists  of  Almighty  God,  states  that  he  attended  the  election  held  at 
the  city  of  Detroit  the  31st  May  last,  for  Delegate  to  Congress,  and  for 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  that  from  what  deponent  saw  from 
his  own  personal  observation,  the  French  population  who  ‘were  general¬ 
ly  known  to  be  in  favour  of  Gabriel  Richard  for  Delegate  to  Congress, 
Were  very  ill  used  by  constables  and  deputy,  or  by  both  ;  that  there  was 
to  all  appearance,  a  great  effort  made  to  keep  them  back  from  the 
poll  ;  that  deponent  saw  several  struck  over  the  head  with  a  club  by  Mr. , 
Sherwood,  as  they  attempted  to  press  forward  to  give  in  their  vote  ; 
that  deponent  believes  that  Mr.  Richard  must  have  lost  many  votes  at 
the  Detroit  election,  on  account  of  said  oppressive  acts  by  said  consta¬ 
bles  or  deputy  sheriff,  who  appeared  to  be  combined  and  confederated 
together,  to  prevent  the  election  of  the  said  Gabriel  Richard, 

JONAS  GOODELL. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  in  the 
and  date  above  written. 


presence  of  the  committee,  on  the  day 
J.  M’Donell,  j.  p,  c.  w.  m.  t. 


Territory  of  Michigan ,  County  of  Wayne ,  to  wit: 

I,  Ebenezer  Reed,  of  the  territory  and  county  aforesaid,  being 


i<k 


I 


«Su!y  sworn,  do  depose  and  say,  that  on  the  day  of  the  last  election  for 
Delegate  to  Congress  from  this  territory,  and  of  members  of  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Council  thereof,  1  was  at  the  poll  of  Detroit,  in  the  afternoon,  that 
on  that  day  I  saw  two  or  three  citizens,  between  the  council-house, 
where  the  poll  was  held  and  the  hotel  of  Mr.  Woodworth,  who  stated^ 
as  I  believe,  and  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  that  they  had  been 
driven  from  the  poll,  and  that  they  could  not  vote,  and  that  they  were 
going  home.  I  further  depose  that  I  went  to  the  poll  with  the  said  citi¬ 
zens,  and  saw  one  of  them  vote,  and  believe  that  two  of  them  voted— 
and  further  I  depose  not.  EBENEZER  REED. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  in  the  presence  of  the  committee,  at  the  city 
of  Detroit,  on  the  10th  November,  A.  D.  1825. 

J.  M:  Donell ,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

We  the  undersigned  citizens  of  the  county  of  Wayne, -and  Territory 
of  Michigan,  on  oath  state,  that  we  are  personally  acquainted  with  Ro¬ 
bert  Marsaac,  Joseph  Chovant,  Louis  Dousonie,  Dominique  Thomas, 
Antoine  Barron,  Joseph  Paul  Compau,  John  Lewis  Tremble,  Antoine 
Penesh  Compau,  Gabriel  Chene,  and  Alexis  Compau,  who  it  appears 
testified  before  the  committee  of  the  supporters  of  Gabriel  Richard,  for 
the  last  election  of  Delegate  to  Congress,  and  upon  the  subject  matters 
of  said  election,  but  who  cannot  either  of  them  as  it  appears,  read  or  * 
write,  the  said  several  persons  are  respectable  farmersliving  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Wayne,  of  good  character,  and  whose  testimony  is  entitled  to 
credit.  JOSEPH  COMPAU, 

LEWIS  DEQUINBRE, 
ROBERT  II.  McN IFF, 
WILLIAM  LITTLE. 
HENRY  CONNOR,  < 
JOHN  M.  B9B1EN.  . 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  at  the  city  of  Detroit,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Wayne,  and  Territory  of  Michigan,  on  the  19th  November,  1825. 

J.  M’ Donell,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

•  At  a  session  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  territory  of  Michigan,  sit¬ 
ting  as  a  circuit  and  district  court  of  the  United  States,  continued  and 
held  at  the  Council  House,  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  Saturday  the  11th 
day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  were 
present,  Augustus  B.  Woodward,  Presiding  Judge  and  James  Witherell, 
Judge. 

In  the  matter  of  John  M’Kcnny  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United' 
States,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  en¬ 
titled  “An  Act  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  the 
repeal  of  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  this  subject, ”  John  M’Kenny,  a 
subject  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  residing  in  the  county  cf  Wayne,  and 
territory  of  Michigan,  appeared  in  open  court  and  declared  upon  oath, 
that  it  is,  bona  fide,  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,, 
and  to  renounce  forever  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  any  foreign  prince, 
potentate,  state  or  sovereignty,  whatsoever,  and  particularly  to  his  ma- 
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jesty  the  king  of  the  united  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
which  is  ordered  to  be  entered  of  record. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  record  of  the  su¬ 
preme  court  of  the  territory  of  Michigan,  sitting  as  a  circuit  and  district 
court  of  the  United  States  of  America,  respecting  the  above  entitled  mat-, 
ter. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  the 
seal  of  said  court,  at  Detroit,  this  eighteenth  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  of 
the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  fiftieth  year. 

J.  KEARSLEY. 

The  committee  at  the  Hotel  of  Mr.  John  Brunson,  in  the  city  of 
Detroit,  on.  Saturday  the  5th  day  of  November  1825,  at  4  o’clock  p.  m. 
being  now  in  session  in  conformity  to  this  Rule,  31st  Oct.  1825. 

The  Proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Henry  Connor, 
Esq.  on  the  29th  October  1825. 

The  proceedings  and  rules  established  for  taking  testimony  by  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  said  meeting  of  the  20th  Oct.  convened  at 
the  house  of  John  McDonell,  Esq.  the  31st  Oct. 

Mr.  John  Brunson’s  testimony  was  accordingly  taken,  who  deposes 
that  he  served  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  rules  adopted  by  the  committee, 
ou  Austin  E.  Wing,  Esq. 

Robert  Marsaac’s  testimony  was  taken,  who  under  oath,  states 
that  he  was  driven  from  the  poll  by  constables,  confederated  with  others 
who  struck  many  of  the  French  population  with  a  club  over  the  head 
that  in  consequence  of  said  harsh  procedure  at  the  Detroit  Poll,  Mr. 
Richard  must  have  lost  fifty  votes. 

Joseph  Chovant’s  testimony  taken  ;  the  substance  of  which  is  the 
same  as  that  of  Robert  Marsaac’s — he  was  also  driven  from  the  poll. 

Louis  Dousonie’s  testimony  taken — he  was  driven  from  the  poll, 
the  satne  as  that  of  Marsaac  and  Chovant. 

The  committee  adjourned  until  Tuesday  the  St h  of  November,  in 
conformity  to  their  standing  rules,  published  on  the  31st  of  October,  at 
the. Hotel  of  Mr.  John  Brunson,  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  Tuesday  the  Stli 
of  November,  1S25,  at  4  o’clock  p.  m. 

'The  committee  in  session. 

Dominique  Thomas’s  testimony  taken — which  is  in  substance,  the 
.same  as  that  of  the  three  last  witnesses  examined  on  the  5th  last. — he 
was  driven  from  the  poll,  and  could  not  vote. 

The  committee  adjourned  until  Saturday  the  12th  inst.  in  confor¬ 
mity  to  their  standing  rules  published  on  the  31st  of  October,  at  the  Ho¬ 
tel  of  Mr.  John  Brunson,  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  the  12th  of  November, 
at  4  o’clock  p.  M.  v 

The  committee  in  session. 

The  testimony  of  Antoine  Barron,  states  that  he  did  vote,  but  was 
Struck  over  the  head  with  a  club. 

The  testimony  of  Joseph  Paul  Compau  taken — states  that  he  was? 
driven  from  the  poll — it  is  in  substance,  the  same  as  the  testimony  of  the 
preceding  witnesses. 


^he  testimony  of  John  Baptiste  Vall6e  taken—  states  that  he  per-  . 
Sdnally  delivered  a  note  to  Mr.  Wing  from  Mr.  Richard,  informing  Mr. 
Wing,  that  Mr.  Richard  intended  to  contest  the  election  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed  to  his  deposition. 

A  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  Gabriel  Richard  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  committee  adjourned  Until  Tuesday  the  15th  inst.  in  conformi¬ 
ty  to  their  standing  rules  of  the  3 1st  of  October — At  the  Hotel  of  Mr. 
John  Brunson,  at  the  city  of  Detroit,  Tuesday  the  15th  November,  at  4 
o’clock,  p.  M* 

Committee  in  session. 

The  testimony  of  John  Lewis  Tremble  taken — states  that  he  Was 
driven  from  the  poll— could  not  vote — substance  the  same  as  Marsaac’s 
and  Chovant’s. 

The  testimony  of  John  McDonell,  Esq.  taken — states  the  impro* 
prieties  he  himself  witnessed  at  the  Detroit  poll. 

The  testimony  of  William  Little  taken — confirms  in  full  the  state- 
jnent  made  by  McDonelk 

The  testimony  of  Simon  Rousseau  taken— states  that  he  himself 
Was  struck  over  the  head  with  a  club  by  a  constable — however  that  he, 
voted 

The  testimony  of  Antoine  Penesh  Compau,  and  Gabriel  Chene  ta. 
,kfen — state  that  they  were  about  to  start  from  home  to  vote  for  Mr.  Ri¬ 
chard,  when  they  met  a  number  of  the  French  people  returning,  who  told 
them  that  there  was  fighting  and  much  confusion,  many  Canadians  struck 
with  a  club  over  the  head  by  constables  ;  they  considered  it  was  prudent 
for  them  to  remain  at  home  for  fear  of  being  also  struck  with  a  club. 

John  Meldrum’s  testimony  taken — states  that  he  was  credibly  in¬ 
formed,  that  Edward  Metivie  voted  at  Washtenaw  ;  that  the  said  Ed¬ 
ward  is  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Ned  ;  was  a  slave  born  at  his 
fathers  ;  that  he  is  not  a  free  male  white  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

The  Commiteee  being  informed  that  many  voted  at  the  election 
held  at  the  old  trading  House  of  Gabriel  Godfroy,  in  the  county  of 
Washtenaw,  who  were  not  duly  qualified  according  to  law — Resolved 
therefore,  that  an  abstract  of  the  names  of  persons  who  have  been  assess¬ 
ed  to  pay  the  county  tax,  together  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  poll  list 
be  procured  from  the  office  of  the  county  Clerk  by  John  McDonell,  Esq. 
a  member  of  the  committee,  and  that  he  examine  the  Territorial  tax  roll, 
together  with  the  county  tax  roll,  and  the  poll  list  at  Godfroy’s  trading  . 
House  ;  and  to  report  to  this  committee  the  result  of  his  examination  at 
their  next  sitting,  the  names  of  persons,  if  any,  who  were  not  duly 
qualified,  according  to  law,  to  vote  for  Delegate  to  Congress. 

The  committee  adjourned  until  Saturday  the  19th  inst.  according  tc 
the  standing  rules  of  the  31st  October. 

At  the  Hotel  of  Mr.  John  Brunson,  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  Saturday 
the  19th  of  November  at  4  o’clock  r.  M. 

The  Committee  in  session. 

An  abstract  of  the  county  tax  roll  containing  the  names  of  persons 
.taxed  in  the  county  of  Wayne  and  Washtenaw  produced. 


A  certified  copy  of  the  poll  list  at  the  county  of  Washtenaw,  also 
produced. 

A  transcript  from  the  record  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  John  Me- 
Kenney’s  application  to  be  made  a  citizen  of  the  U.  S.  also  produced. 

The  report  of  John  McDonell,  Esq.  a  member  of  this  committee 
made^  containing  the  result  of  his  examination,  relative  to  the  irregulari¬ 
ties  at  the  Washtenaw  election. 

The  affidavit  of  Edward  Metivie,  also  produced. 

The  testimony  of  Alexis  Compau  jr.  taken — which  states  that  he 
was  driven  from  the  poll  on  the  day  of  the  election. 

The  testimony  of  Jonas  Goodell,  which  states  the  oppressive  con¬ 
duct  pursued  towards  the  French  population,  on  the  day  of  the  election, 
who  were  generally  known  to  be  in  favour  of  voting  for  Mr.  Richard  as 
the  Delegate. 

The  testimony  of  Ebenezer  Reed,  which  substantiated  that  of  Mr. 
Goodell,  as  relates  to  persons  being  driven  from  the  poll. 

The  testimony  of  a  number  of  respectable  citizens  in  Detroit,  certi¬ 
fying  as  to  the  general  good  character  and  respectability  of  Robert  Mar- 
saac,  and  others,  who  have  testified  before  the  committee,  but  who  are 
unable  to  read  or  write. 

The  committee  having  examined  the  said  several  documents  under 
consideration,  are  of  opinion  that  sufficient  evidence  is  shewn,  that  Aus¬ 
tin  E.  Wing,  Esq.  is  neither  fairly  nor  duly  elected  the  Delegate  from 
this- Territory  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States— -and  that  sufficient 
evidence  is  also  shewn,  that  Gabriel  Richard  is  fairly  entitled  to  take  the 
seat  in  the  House  of  Representati  ves  as  the  Delegate  from  this  Territory. 

Resolved ,  That  the  following  Memorial  be  presented  with  the  doc¬ 
uments  referred  to,  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  through  their  speaker,  claiming  the  seat  of  the  Dele¬ 
gate  from  this  Territory,  for  Gabriel  Richard. 

Resolved ,  That  it  ts  inexpedient  to  call  another  meeting  of  the 

r%  •  7  *  ^ 

friends  of  Mr.  Richard. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Memorial  ts  Congress  be  signed  by  the  Chair¬ 
man  and  Secretary  of  the  committee,  as  the  organ  of  the  supporters  of 
Mr.  Richard,  at  the  late  election  for  Delegate  to  Congress  ;  and  that  the 
Journal  of  this  session  be  published  in  the  Detroit  Gazette,  French  Ga¬ 
zette,  Michigan  Herald,  and  Michigan  Sentinel. 

Resolved ,  That  the  same  be  signed  the  Chairman  and  Secretary, 
and  that  the  committee  do  now  adjourn,  sine  die. 

Joseph  Spencer.  Chairman. 


William  Little,  Secretary. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 

in  Congress  assembled \ 

WE,  William  Little,  Henry  Conner,  Francis  Rivard,  John  Mel* 
drum,  Joseph  Spencer,  John  McDonell,  James  Byrne,  Louis  Dequindre, 
Julien  Gagnier,  John  Burbank,  Daniel  Goodell,  Laurent  Durocher,  Hu¬ 
bert  Lacroix,  P.  Picot,  Gabriel  Godfroy,  jr.,  J.  P.  Dejean,  Igance  Mo* 
rasse,  John  B.  Coshman,  Henry  Cottrell,  and  Joseph  Mini,  your  memo¬ 
rialists,  a  committee  appointed  at  a  meeting  of  a  respectable  number  of 
the  free  and  independent  electors  of  the  territory  of  Michigan,  beg  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject  of  the  late  election  of  a 
Delegate  to  Congress  in  this  territory. 

Although  the  friends  of  Mr.  Richard,  we  are  not  actuated  by  party 
views  or  feelings,  but -humbly  contend  for  the  principles  and  privileges 
of  freemen  of  a  free  country.  Placed  as  we  are,  from  necessity,  under 
officers  not  of  our  own  choice,  we  have  no  other  resource  when  oppres¬ 
sed,  but  to  appeal  to  your  honorable  body  for  redress — to  you,  in  behalf 
of  our  fellow-citizens  who  feel  themselves  aggrieved,  we  now  appeal, 
with  full  confidence,  that  our  political  rights  as  citizens,  will  be  pro¬ 
tected. 

1st.  We  humbly  contend  that  the  Canvassers  have  erred  in  giying 
their  certificate  to  Austin  E.  Wing,  certifying  that  he  was  duly  elected 
as  Delegate  from  this  territory,  when  they  ought  to  have  given  the  same 
to  Gabriel  Richard,  who  is  fairty  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Re¬ 
presentatives. 

It  appears  Trom  the  returns  from  the  several  districts,  that  John  Bid¬ 
dle  received  734  votes,  and  that  Austin  E.  Wing  received  731  votes, 
and  Gabriel  Richard  received  724  votes;  which  gave  Mr,  Biddle  only 
three  votes  over  Mr.  Wing,  and  ten  over  Mr.  Richard.  Those  returns, 
together  with  the  poll  lists  and  ballots  given,  having,  been  laid  before 
the  canvassers,  they,  after  a  full  hearing  and  investigation  of  the  subject, 
gave  the  following  as  the  result  of  their  canvassing,  to  wit : 

Austin  E.  Wing  728, 

Gabriel  Richard  724,  and 

John  Biddle  6S9, 

which  gave  the  election,  as  they  say,  to  Mr.  Wing. 

It  also  appears  by  the  report  of  the  canvassers,  that  they  rejected  all 
the  votes  given  at  the  Saut  Ste.  Marie  except  nine,  on  the  ground  that 
but  nine  at  that  place,  had  paid  a  county  or  territorial  tax,  a  requisite 
qualification  for  a  voter  in  this  territory.  This  fact  was  proved  by  the 
tax-roll  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  who  was  one  of  the  canvassers. — 
We  contend  that  the  votes  rejected  were  illegal;  and  that  there  was  man¬ 
ifest  misconduct  in  the  inspectors  at  the  polls,  in  receiving  such  votes, 
and  by  deciding  that  a  town  or  road  tax  was  a  tax  in  the  meaning  of  the 
statute.  But  we  contend  that  the  canvassers  ought  to  have  applied  the 
same  rule  to  the  returns  from  other  districts  or  counties.  They  ought, 
also,  on  the  same  principle,  to  have  rejected  the  votes  given  atGodfroy7s 
trading  house  at  Washtenaw.  Out  of  the  seventy-four  votes  given  at 
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that  place,  it  appears  Mr.  Wing  had  40  votes,  Mr.  Biddle  34,  Mr.  Rr- 
chard  3,  and  one  scattering.  In  comparing  the  same  tax  list  with  the 
poll  list  of  the  inspectors,  it  appears  that  thirty-two  who  voted  have  not 
paid  a  county  or  territorial  tax  as  the  law  requires.  Had  the  same  rule 
of  law  been  applied,  and  those  thirty-two  votes  rejected  also,  Mr  Rich¬ 
ard  must  have  received  the  certificate  of  election. 

2d.  We  further  say,  and  the  testimony  in  the  case  warrants  us  in  say¬ 
ing,  that  there  was  gross  misconduct  at  the  polls  at  Detroit.  The  friends 
of  Mr.  Richard  were  prevented  from  giving  their  votes  for  him,  by  force. 
That  was  an  outrage  upon  the  invaluable  right  of  the  citizen,  the  right 
of  suffrage,  which  merits  your  particular  attention. 

Here  it  may  be  conceived  what  was  the  strength  and  influence  the 
friends  and  supporters  of  Mr.  Richard  had  to  contend  with.  Maj.  Bid¬ 
dle,  who  was  an  officer  of  the  United  States  in  the  Land  Office — Mr. 
Wing,  who  was  high  sheriff'  of  the  principal  county  in  the  territory,  the 
county  of  Wayne,  and  by  law  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the  polls  of  De¬ 
troit.  Both  of  said  candidates  are  amiable  men  whom  we  cannot  re¬ 
proach.  Yet  when  their  friends  are  suffered  to  collect  in  mass  around 
the  boxes,  and  we  go  peaceably  to  give  in  our  votes,  instead  of  receiving 
our  ballots  are  spied  out  and  knocked  upon  the  head  by  the  constable, 
or  this  same  sheriff’s  deputy,  and  that  in  the  face  of  the  inspectors  and 
the  county,  we  feel  as  men  should  feel,  indignant  at  the  outrage. 

Yet  the  electors  thus  beaten  at  the  polls  did  not  resist.  Like  peace¬ 
able  men  they  chose  rather  to  retreat  than  to  repel  with  force.  Had 
those  votes,  which  were  driven  or  frightened  from  the  polls,  been  re* 
ceived,  as  they  were  intended  for  Mr.  Richard,  he  would  have  received 
a  plurality. 

We  trust  that  the  House  will  count  those  votes  which  were  thus  pre* 
vented  from  being  given,  for  Mr.  Richard.  Our  opponents  think  they 
have  obtained  their  object — but  if  an  election  is  to  be  prevented  or  gain* 
ed  by  such  means,  we  have  no  rights  or  privileges  to  boast  of. 

The  conduct  of  a  mr.  Buoit  o  ugh  the  re  to  be  referred  to,  as  meriting 
your  attention.  We  think  it  is  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  how 
far  such  fraud  shall  affect  the  election.  Had  the  twenty  votes  given  at 
juonroe  for  mr.  Wing,  and  exchanged  by  tne  fraud  of  Buoit,  been  given 
for  mr.  Richard,  he  would  also  have  received  a  plurality.  It  is  shown 
by  the  friends  of  mr.  Wing,  that  Buoit  has  contradicted  his  first  state¬ 
ment.  But  the  second  affidavit  was  obtained  under  such  circumstances 
as  renders  it  wholly  incredible.  It  is  no  easy  matter  to  get  a  man  to 
contradict  his  own  statements,  when  they  go  to  criminate  himself. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  French  people  of  this  territory,  generally  the 
friendsof  mr.  Richard,  are  ignorant,  but  we  believe  this  will  not  be  laid 
to  their  charge  as  a  crime,  or  a  reason  why  they  ought  not  to  enjoy  the 
equal  rights  of  citizens.  If  it  be  so,  it  is  for  the  want  of  free  schools 
established  among  them,  and  is  a  substantial  reason  why  the  government 
ought  to  protect  them  in  their  rights  and  privileges. 

You  will  not  allow  the  combinations  of  the  strong  to  destroy  the  rights 
of  the  weak,  or  the  machinations  of  the  learned  to  defeat  the  privileges 
of  the  honest  and  peaceable  citizen.  The  French  peopie  of  this  territo- 


ry  m  both  peace  and  war,  have  ever  demeaned  themselves  as  faithful  cit¬ 
izens  and  true  to  this  go\rernment. 

Through  the  whole  of  this  political  examination,  we  believe  that  not. 
a  single  vote  has  been  disputed,  given  for  mr.  Richard,  and  upon  a  fur¬ 
ther  examination  of  all  the  testimony  hereunto  annexed  and  of  that  also 
examined  before  the  canvassers,  we  do  believe  that  the  House  will  de¬ 
cide  that  the  fair  honest  vote  of  the  territory  was  in  favor  of  his  election, 
and  that  he  is  entitled  to  his  seat  Every  thing  on  his  part  and  that  of 
his  friends,  has  been  conducted  with  legal  fairness,  which  we  consider 
the  beauty  of  all  political  and  legislative  proceedings. 

With  due  respect  we  submit  the  case  to  the  decision  of  the  House,  with 
the  assurance  we  shall  be  satisfied  with  their  decision,  however  it  may 
affect  our  rights  as  citizens. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee. 

JOSEPH  SPENCER,  Chairman. 

WTLLIAM  LITTLE,  Secretary. 

Detroit ,  November  1 9th,  1825. 

To  the  Honorable  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 

in  Congress  assembled, 

Comes  Gabriel  Richard  of  Detroit,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan, 
and  respectfully  claims  his  seat  in  the  House,  as  a  Delegate  from  said 
Territory,  humbly  contending  that  he  received  a  plurality  of  the  legal 
votes  given  at  the  late  election,  over  the  other  candidates  for  Delegate 
as  aforesaid. 

The  grounds  upon  which  he  rests  the  equitable  and  legal  merits  of  his 
claim  are  these: 

1st.  That  there  was  evident  partiality  execised  at  the  polls  by  some  of 
the  presiding  officers  at  the  election,  friendly  to  the  othe£  candidates^ 
and  many  were  admitted  to  vote  for  them  who  were  not  legal  voters. 

2d.  That  the  election  was  not  fairly  and  legally  conducted,  for  rea¬ 
son,  that  many  of  his  friends  and  supporters  who  would  have  voted  for 
him,  were  driven  from  the  polls  by.  force. 

3d.  That  the  canvassers  have  erred  in  giving  the  certificate  of  elec¬ 
tion  to  Mr.  Wing,  inasmuch  as  they  ought  to  have  given  the  same  to 
this  your  humble  claimant. 

In  support  of  the  above  propositions,  he  refers  your  honorable  body 
to  the  testimony  in  the  case  and  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  this  ter¬ 
ritory  in  his  behalf,  which  will  be  laid  before  you,  and  he  trusts,  with 
full  confidence,  in  your  decision,  that  you  will  regard  the  honest  voice 
of  the  people,  as  expressed  at  the  late  election,  in  favor  of  this  your 
humble  claimant. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted  bv  / 

GABRIEL  RICHARD. 


Detroit,  November  20,  1825. 


